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The Viet Cong commander had se-

lected the small resupply convoy as 

a target, perhaps believing that it 

could be easily overwhelmed. Nor-

mally quite skillful in the planning 

and execution of ambushes, the en-

emy at Suoi Cat committed a num-

ber of costly errors. The premature 

detonation of the mine was the first 

mistake. Although the killing zone 

was covered by light and heavy ma-

chine guns, 60-mm. mortars, small 

arms, at least one recoilless rifle, 

and an undetermined number of 

rocket-propelled grenade launchers, 

the Viet Cong were unable to 

achieve fire superiority in the first 

critical moments of the action. Hav-

ing failed to stop either the lead or 

the rear tank, they were furthermore 

unable to cope with the ACAV's.     

The most disastrous mistake made 

by the enemy leader was to spring 

the ambush when U.S. relief units 

were so close. B Trp, 2nd Platoon 

had arrived in support of the three 

tracks in the Killing Zone, within 

four minutes the tank platoon had 

reached the killing zone in seven 

minutes. If the Viet Cong com-

mander had been familiar with the 

potential of the ACAV in combat, 

very likely he would not have posi-

tioned his men so close to the road. 

Whatever the exact reasoning be-

hind the location of the ambush 

force, it was exposed to the consid-

erable and effective fire of ACAV 

machine gunners and grenadiers.  
The Viet Cong positions, although 

out of range of the eight-inch howit-

zers at Xuan Loc, were soon taken 

under fire by the fast moving 

artillerymen of the 1st Squadron's 

self-propelled 105-mm. howitzer 

battery. The ability of the artillery 

to move rapidly from one position 

to another and to set up within 

range apparently was not taken 

into account by the Viet Cong 

ambush planner. The squadron's 

howitzer battery was joined at 

Suoi Cat by Battery B, 2d Battal-

ion, 35th Artillery, a 155-mm. 

self-propelled unit. Some 1,700 

rounds were fired by these two 

batteries during the fight.  
By the time the Company D and 

Troop C reinforcements arrived, 

the Viet Cong commander real-

ized that he had failed in his mis-

sion and that he must withdraw. 

Enemy fire was intensified before 

the appearance of A Troop to al-

low the Viet Cong to disengage 

and move to withdrawal routes. 

The timing of this move was 

poor, however, as the Blackhorse 

troopers caught many of the Viet 

Cong in the act of withdrawing.   
B-Troop 2nd platoon 11th ACR 

(Vietnam)2 DEC 1966.  

Our day of infamy.   
    

Ken Jankel’s Take on the Battle 

I remember one day in Vietnam 

my Platoon Sergeant handed me a 

little blue ribbon and told me that 

our B Troop was awarded this.  It 

was a Presidential Unit Citation.  

SGT Swindler gave us all one in 

the platoon and told us we had 

been awarded it for our actions on 

December 2, a few months be-

fore.  To tell you the truth, I didn't 
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President’s Message by Glenn Snodgrass, President Blackhorse Association 

sure that we could continue to help fund educa-

tions for our sons and daughters for many years 

to come. 

   If you are interested in supporting the Schol-

arship Fund at this level, or at any level, please 

call me at the numbers listed above under 

“Communications”, or email me at 

jgs525@verizon.net, or go to our website 

www.blackhorse.org  and click on “Donate.”                                                         

The Blackhorse Association Operating Fund is 

essential to administering the scholarship pro-

gram, publishing and mailing the Newsletter 

twice annually, maintaining our E-News email 

program, operating and maintaining our web 

presence at www.blackhorse.org  and satisfying 

the several statutory filing requirements of a 

501(c)3 non-profit, charitable organization. The 

1901 Club, named for the year the 11th Cavalry 

Regiment was constituted and organized, is our 

annual mail-out fundraiser, headed by Don 

Wicks, our Fundraising Director, and is the fuel 

that permits our association to survive – be 

looking for that mail-out in September.   Our 

goal is to have 10% of our 16,000+ members 

donate at the $100 a year level.                                                                          

                        Memorabilia                                                   

Finish Line Awards, our memorabilia com-

pany, has done a superb job of offering quality 

merchandise - see their advertisement else-

where in this newsletter.  Once again, if any 

questions of any kind about memorabilia, do 

not hesitate to call or email me.  

 

ALLONS AND BLACKHORSE FOREVER 

veterans and their family members en-

joyed a delightful weather weekend and 

reunion in Williamsburg 7-10 June.  

There was a successful golf tournament, a 

small motorcycle rally, a building dedica-

tion ceremony in honor of GEN Donn 

Starry at Fort Eustis, a wonderful Stable 

Your Mount evening, a well-attended 

membership meeting, a moving memorial 

service, a book signing by Phil Keith 

(Blackhorse Riders), and a hugely suc-

cessful Saturday evening banquet.    GEN 

Bob Cone, the current TRADOC com-

mander, made inspiring remarks in addi-

tion to repeatedly confirming the impor-

tance of the Regiment in his growth in the 

Army and in life.  There were lots of re-

newed friendships and some new friend-

ships made.  Our raffles and silent auction 

brought in several thousand dollars to our 

scholarship and operating funds. 

   Next year’s reunion will be in Louis-

ville, KY., hosted by our Gold Vault 

Chapter.   Please see the tentative sched-

ule of events and the registration form on 

page 7.  Information can also be found on 

our www.blackhorse.org and 

www.blackhorse.com websites - stay 

tuned and make your plans to attend. 

Communications 

   If you are reading this newsletter in 

hard copy and ever have any questions 

about anything regarding the Association, 

please do not hesitate to call me at 703-

250-3064 (home) or 703-407-4038 (cell). 

If you have access to a computer, please 

check our website at www.blackhorse.org 

for a wealth of information about the As-

sociation and the active regiment, and 

give us your email address so that we can 

send you our frequent e-news items.   

Greg Hallmark has done a marvelous job 

over the last year making our website a 

state-of-the-art place to visit.                  

Fundraising                                                                      
Our Association maintains two income 

streams - one to fund the Blackhorse As-

sociation Scholarship Fund, our primary 

activity, and one to maintain the Black-

horse Association Operating Fund.                       

   We have established the Allons Club 

category of charitable giving in order to 

grow the Scholarship Fund.  Benefactors 

can be members or non-members who 

commit to donating $1000 a year towards 

the Scholarship Fund. The Association is 

looking for 100 or more benefactors to 

commit to this amount, which would en-

  To use the words of our President for 

the last five years, John Sherman 

Crow, at our annual reunion in Wil-

liamsburg in June – “the state of the 

Association is GOOD.”  General Crow 

and his team of proactive directors 

completed a remarkable rejuvenation 

of the Association. I am especially 

thankful that 6 of the directors, who 

served General Crow so admirably 

(Jim Tankovich, Crystal Kruger, Char-

ley Watkins, Gene Johnson, Glenn 

Allardyce and Don Wicks), have 

agreed to stay on for at least another 

year to help keep me straight.  We 

thank Greg Hallmark (Director of 

Communications) and Ernie Ford 

(Director of Scholarships) for their 

service, but each will continue to serve 

the Association in other ways.  We 

welcome Clint Ancker as our new Di-

rector of Communications (with some 

editorial help from Randall Ponder) 

and Bob Hurt as our new Director of 

Scholarships.  These two former Work-

horse Commanders are wonderful ad-

ditions to the team. 

   My goals are quite simple – (1) en-

sure that we maintain our excellent 

situation with the IRS and keep our 

501(c)3 status fully intact; (2) grow our 

scholarship account, so that we can 

continue to increase the number of 

scholarships we award each year; (3) 

keep our operating funds up while re-

ducing our operating costs over time, 

and (4) abide by our founding princi-

ples, which will include an annual, fun, 

family reunion to honor our Black-

horse brethren, past and present. 

Scholarships   

   Bob Hurt and his scholarship appli-

cation assessment team (including 

Dick Leibert, Sam Rhodes, and Ernie 

Ford) received 37 applications this 

year and selected 20 of them to receive 

$3000 scholarships for the upcoming 

school year.  This total is our largest to 

date, and we hope, through your con-

tinued support, to be able to give more 

next year.  Applications for next year 

must be received by 1 April 2013, so 

plan ahead.  If any scholarship ques-

tions, call Bob Hurt at 281-364-7285 

or email him at bob-

hurt3@comcast.net. 

Annual Reunion 

   Two hundred and twenty Blackhorse 
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How you can help the        

Blackhorse Association. 

   
The Blackhorse Newsletter is printed and 

mailed twice annually to some 15,565 

members. We believe this publication is 

vital to fulfilling the principles of our 

organization. However, approximately 

42 percent of the operating expense of 

the association involves printing and 

mailing the paper version. We can 

sharply reduce these costs if you have 

access to a computer and choose to re-

ceive the newsletter electronically.  You 

can do so by visiting the website 

(www.blackhorse.org) and clicking the 

News and Events page, and under 

“Newsletter” click on the red words and 

provide your preferred email address for 

delivery. 

mailto:jgs525@verizon.net
http://www.blackhorse.org
http://www.blackhorse.org
http://www.blackhorse.org
http://www.blackhorse.com
http://www.blackhorse.org
http://www.blackhorse.org


  On the 26th of June, COL John "Lanier" 

Ward became the 65th Colonel of the Regi-

ment, taking the colors from COL Anthony 

Aguto in a ceremony at Fort Irwin. CSM 

Steven Travers had become the 20th Regi-

mental Command Sergeant Major in April.  

 

  COL John "Lanier" Ward  was commis-

sioned as an Armor/Cavalry officer from 

the United States Military Academy in 

1988. He served as a tank, scout, and sup-

port platoon leader; a tank and headquar-
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ters company commander; and in opera-

tions, plans, and training billets at the bri-

gade, regiment, division and 3d Army lev-

els. He commanded 2/16th Cavalry Squad-

ron and was a Director in the U.S. Army 

Command and General Staff College.  

  

 COL Ward served as a tank company 

commander in 1-63 Armor during OP-

ERATION ABLE SENTRY In Macedonia. 

In three deployments to Iraq, he served as 

4-37Armor's scout platoon leader in DE-

SERT STORM; the 2d Armored Cavalry 

Regiment's RS3 in OPERATION IRAQI 

FREEDOM (OIF1) where he was wounded 

in Baghdad and spent a year recovering at 

the Brooke Army Medical Center; and as 

1st Armored Division's ACofS, G3 during 

OIF 10-11 and OPERATION NEW 

DAWN.  

  

 COL Ward received a Master of Arts in 

Administration degree from Central 

Michigan University in 2000, was 

awarded a Master of Strategic Studies 

degree from the Air War College in 

2012, and was a Senior Military Fellow 

at the National Defense University;  

  

 His awards and decorations include the 

Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal 

(two oak leaf clusters), the Purple Heart, 

the Joint Meritorious Service Medal, the 

Meritorious Service Medal (three oak 

leaf clusters), the Army Commendation 

Medal (with "Valor" device and two oak 

leaf clusters), and the Joint Commenda-

tion Medal; the Combat Action Badge 

and the Air Assault Badge.  

  

 COL Ward is married to Heather, a na-

tive of Smithville, Missouri. They are the 

very proud parents of a twelve year old 

daughter, Allie.  

Stars Spangled Banner, 2nd Verse 

Oh thus be it ever, when free men shall 

stand 

Between their loved home and the wars 

desolation 

Blest with victory and peace, may the 

heav’n rescued land 

Praise the power that hath made and 

preserved us a nation 

Then conquer we must, when our cause 

it is just, 

And this be our motto “ In God is Our 

Trust” 

And the Stars Spangled Banner in tri-

umph shall wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of 

the brave  

 Command Sergeant Major Stephen J. 

Travers entered the US Army on 25 Febru-

ary 1986 as an Infantryman. He completed 

Infantry One Station Unit Training 

(OSUT) at Fort Benning, Georgia in May 

of the same year. 

 CSM Travers' previous assignments in-

clude: A Company, 2nd of the 187th Infantry 

(later reflagged as 5th of the 87th), Fort 

Clayton, Panama; C Company, and Head-

quarters and Headquarters Company, 1st of 

the 22nd Infantry, Fort Drum, NY; Syra-

cuse Recruiting Battalion, with duty in 

Rome, NY; C Company, 1st of the 87th 

Infantry, Fort Drum, NY; Office of the 

Inspector General, Fort Drum, NY; C 

Company and Headquarters and Headquar-

ters Company, 1st of the 87th Infantry, Fort 

Drum, NY; Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 2nd of the 22nd Infantry, Head-

quarters and Headquarters Company, 10th 

Mountain Division (LI), Fort Drum, NY; 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

2nd of the 22nd Infantry, Fort Drum, NY; 

Headquarters and Headquarters Com-

pany, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th 

Mountain Division (LI);10th Brigade 

Support Battalion, Fort Drum, NY; 1st of 

the 87th Infantry, Fort Drum, NY; and 

most recently as the Task Force CSM 

trainer on the Tarantula Team, Opera-

tions Group, NTC, Fort Irwin, CA. 

Throughout CSM Travers' 26 year career 

he served in numerous challenging and 

rewarding positions, including: Machine 

Gunner, Team Leader, Squad Leader, 

Recruiter, Platoon Sergeant, Assistant 

Inspector General, First Sergeant, Opera-

tions Sergeant Major, and Command 

Sergeant Major. 

 CSM Travers' has completed all levels 

of the Army's Noncommissioned Officer 

Education System, and is a graduate of 

Class 56 of the Sergeant Major Course.  

His awards and decorations include: 

Bronze Star Medal (2OLC), Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 

Service Medal (3 OLC), Army Com-

mendation Medal (2 OLC), Army 

Achievement Medal (6 OLC), Good 

Conduct Medal (8th award), National 

Defense Service Medal (1 bss), Armed 

Forces Expeditionary Medal (1 bss), 

Afghanistan Campaign Medal (3cs), 

Iraqi Campaign Medal (1cs), Global War 

on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 

Humanitarian Service Medal (1 bss), 

United Nations Medal (Somalia), NATO 

Medal (1 bss), Joint Meritorious Unit 

Award (1olc), Meritorious Unit Citation 

(3olc), Combat Infantryman Badge (2nd 

award), Expert Infantryman Badge, 

Ranger Tab, Parachutist Badge, Air As-

sault Badge, Pathfinder Badge, Gold Re-

cruiter Badge (3 s/s), German Armed 

Forces Proficiency Badge, numerous ser-

vice ribbons and is a proud member of the 

Sergeant Audie Murphy Club.  

 Command Sergeant Major Travers holds 

a Bachelor of Science Degree in Liberal 

Studies from Excelsior College, and is 

married to the former Kathi Gannone of 

Monterey, CA. They have eight children: 

Kelli, Ashley, Heather, Stephen Jr., Codi, 

John, Kayla, and Victoria.  
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   Kaitlynn Dervan was selected in May 2011 as 

a Scholarship award winner, and below she 

talks about how her Mom and Stepdad Sam 

Rhodes, 2/11 CSM during OIF 3, have had a 

tremendous impact on her decision to pursue a 

nursing degree.  “Cathy Rhodes, my Mom has 

been the biggest  influence during most  of my 

life,Kaitlynn says ”having been raised by a 

single mother from the time I was four-years-

old, she has taught me the importance of setting 

goals for every part of life.  Her commitment to 

me as a single parent for 10 years of my life has 

made a huge impact on my development as a 

person.  My stepdad, Sam Rhodes, has contrib-

uted significantly in my life.  I have learned so 

much from him in just four years.  His passion 

and commitment to helping those that may have 

not gotten the support they needed has provided 

me a view on life that I might never have seen.  

My stepdad has Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD).  He spends most of his time planning 

how to try to reach out to soldiers to make them 

feel as comfortable as they can around horses 

and tries to get their mind off everything but 

taking care of and riding these horses.   He has 

increased my knowledge of PTSD with ways to 

help me understand others like my dad as well 

as how I can help with a little kindness make 

soldiers feel more secure about having it. The 

benefit I gained from both my mom and my dad 

has been very important to me in that I am giv-

ing back; they have inspired me to help others.   

  “I want to give you my perspective on PTSD 

and its causes.  PTSD is a disorder that can 

develop following a tragic event that makes you 

feel hopeless or threatens your safety. Most 

people with PTSD are soldiers scarred from 

wars although any overwhelming life experi-

ence can trigger it, especially if the event is 

unpredictable or uncomfortable. Some of the 

traumatic events that can lead to PTSD are war, 

rape, natural disasters, a car or plane crash, 

kidnapping, or sexual or physical abuse.   Al-

though the diagnostics of PTSD require that the 

sufferer has a history of experiencing a trau-

matic event, people may develop it by non-

qualifying events like divorce or unemploy-

ment. 

  “The scientific theory on PTSD says that the 

amygdala, which is a structure of the brain that 

is involved in the expression of emotions, fear, 

automatic reactions, and emotional memory 

causes dysfunctions of this structure, may pro-

duce symptoms of PTSD.  The overwhelming 

traumas are what cause the brain to produce 

symptoms of PTSD: sleep disturbance, intru-

sive emotions and memories, flashbacks, 

outburst, and memory impairment. The body 

responds to these symptoms by releasing 

several stress hormones. Serotonin depletion 

may result from competitive exposure to 

serve stress and trauma, which may develop a 

factor of irritability and violent or angry out-

burst. 

  “Although there are many causes for PTSD 

the main ones I am focusing on are the 

causes, effects, and the cures of soldiers with 

this disorder. We are familiar with soldiers 

who lose a limb or suffer brain injury; how-

ever, we are not aware of the many soldiers 

who suffer with PTSD.  Even if we know 

someone who has PTSD, a lot of times it is 

silent and never spoken of and just eats at 

them inside to thin k about all of the bad 

thoughts they have and cannot talk about.  

PTSD is an injury that haunts many veterans 

but is invisible to most of us.  This disorder is 

very serious because most of the people who 

suffer with PTSD and do not have anyone to 

talk about it with are commonly suicidal. 

Often soldiers with mild or moderate PTSD 

are sent back into the war.  Between Septem-

ber 2005 and 2006 the number of veterans 

getting treatment for PTSD increased by 

eighty-seven percent and the total number 

being treated was 38,144.  

  “Another cause of PTSD in the military can 

be sexual trauma which takes place during 

sexual abuse, whether it is verbal or physical 

or it occurs with men and women. Out of all 

the women who claim to have experienced 

this sexual trauma, forty to sixty percent 

develop PTSD.  In fact, out of every other 

trauma that can occur in war it is said that 

sexual trauma is the number one cause of 

PTSD.  If the soldier is harassed in the place 

they call home or their workplace, fear is 

more than likely going to take place and 

leave bad memories. This type of trauma can 

leave a soldier scared to try to further their 

goals and change their behavior.  

  “The effects of PTSD are usually catego-

rized as intrusion, avoidance, and hyper-

arousal.  It is categorized as intrusion when 

the symptoms appear suddenly and happen 

when memories of past traumatic incidents 

keep coming back as flashbacks.  Once the 

flashback is triggered it is almost impossible 

to forget - many things can trigger these 

flashbacks such as smell, sight, or sound.  

PTSD is categorized as avoidance when the 

patient suffers consciously or unconsciously 

tries to prevent remembering anything related 

to their traumatic experience. This usually 

leads to extreme depression which is hard to 

overcome. This may involve getting in a fight 

with family members or friends, avoiding 

ones who are close to you, and causing misery to 

yourself.  Lastly, hyper-arousal is when symp-

toms are a result of stimulated nerves or hor-

mones, which can make you not remember your 

whole traumatic experience. During this phase 

you will embarrass yourself easily, get irritated 

easily, have poor concentration, and get angry 

over petty issues. 

  “Researchers at the University of Minnesota 

and the Minneapolis Veterans Administration 

Medical Center announced they had found a 

distinct pattern of brain activity among PTSD 

sufferers. The team used a brain imaging method 

called magnetoencephalography which measures 

how the brain processes information. Research-

ers hope that their findings might help override 

the stigma that PTSD is a form of weakness in 

one's character or that it is a bunk disorder, and 

that the test might encourage more people to be 

tested and ultimately treated. These symptoms 

can take years to show but this could be a very 

helpful way to learn more about PTSD.  This 

could also help us learn more about it, determine 

quicker ways to treat it, and simplify insurance 

coverage.  

  “PTSD can also affect families in many ways; 

this not meaning living with someone who has 

this disorder can automatically give it to you.  

Family members may feel hurt or distant from 

the soldier and may end up feeling angry or dis-

tanced.   Addiction exposes family members to 

emotional, financial, and domestic violence.  

Soldiers experiencing PTSD may feel relief with 

the escape of alcohol or other drugs and can 

sometime begin addictive behavior such as gam-

bling, overeating or refusing to eat, and working 

too much.  Addictions may seem obvious but you 

as a family member should always try to comfort 

your soldier and see how much they are drinking 

or using drugs to overcome their disorder. When 

suicide is thinkable family members face many 

awful feelings and thoughts, such as guilt, grief, 

and anger. Even though very few trauma survi-

vors actually attempt or complete suicide the 

family member still has to deal with the soldier’s 

feelings of discouragement, depression, and even 

self blame .    

  “I hope this helps in letting what I as an 18-year

-old daughter understand about PTSD.   Our 

parents have sacrificed much and hopefully this 

will help each of you understand your family 

who served a little more.  Finally, I want to thank 

the Blackhorse Association for its confidence in 

selecting me to receive a scholarship.  Graduat-

ing from nursing school will not be easy, but I 

will be resilient in my efforts. 

  “Thanks to all who have served and are still 

serving.”      Kaitlynn Dervan 

Message from a Scholarship Recipient 

IF YOU KNOW OF A SCHOLARSHIP RE-

CEIPIENT THAT WOULD LIKE TO SHARE 

THEIR EXPERIENCE, PLEASE HAVE 

CONTACT THE EDITOR OF THIS NEWS-

LETTER 



 The Blackhorse Association, Inc.   

 

 

 
(a non-profit organization) 

 

The Blackhorse is published for the benefit of 

members and friends of The Blackhorse Asso-

ciation. This newsletter contains past, pre-

sent, and future news of interest that in-

cludes membership information, reunion 

updates and various fund raising activities as 

well as articles of interest submitted by 

Troopers from many eras of Blackhorse ser-

vice. Submissions are welcome and encour-

aged. All newsletter correspondence or in-

quiries should be made in writing  to:  

                        Blackhorse Editor       

PO Box 223 

Hemphill, TX 75948-0223 

 

Phone: 409 625 3504,e-mail:  

gene.johnson@Blackhorse.org 

 

Deadlines: January 15  & July 15  

For Inquiries not referenced in this issue, 

contact the Secretary at: 

Charley Watkins, Secretary  

Blackhorse Association 

3113 B Broadmoor Valley Road  

Colorado Springs, CO 80906  

Phone: (719) 576-0559  

Cell: (970) 620-0402 

blackhorse6p@gmail.com 

  
Mail Scholarship & Operations 

Donations to:  
  Blackhorse Assoc.  

 ATTN: Treasurer  

 P.O. Box 84093  

 Lexington, SC    29073 
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The National  Personnel Records 

Center (NPRC) has provided the 

following website for veterans to 

gain access to their DD-214's:  
http://ww w.vetrecs.archives.gov/ 

 

 M-48 Patton Tank 

really know what it was at the 

time.  December 2, 1966 is kind of like 

B Troop's December 7th, 1941.  It was 

our day of infamy!  The morning of 

December 3rd, I woke with my head 

lying behind my M60 gun shield.  My 

face was looking at the horizon facing 

due east. The sun had just peeked its 

rays over and onto the road, and was in 

a straight line with my waking eyes. I 

could see the sun reflecting off the 

thousands of brass shells covering the 

road to OZ. The brass road was the 

yellow brick road without a 

doubt.  The things I can remember 

from the night before were an M48 that 

had its turret ejected from its hull, with 

tracers bouncing and cutting the jungle 

to shreds, and the sounds of M60s and 

50s that never seemed to stop, let alone 

the M79s and the M48 tanks. Have you 

ever heard one hundred 4ths of July go 

off at the same time?   I remember we 

were supposed to change the barrels on 

the 60s when they got hot (Right!!).   I 

think we burned up a few barrels that 

night. We had 60s that would shoot 

around trees the next day.  The after-

action reports tell the story of all that 

happened that late afternoon of De-

cember 2nd and lasted late into the 

dark night.  The things you don't hear 

are the individual stories from the 

troopers that were in the thick of 

things.  We all can tell you our own 

little tales.  I know that I shot up my 

whole basic load of ammo!  My 

strength came from the guys I was with 

that day.  You know what unit I think, 

is the best of the best, in the United 

States Army.  And I was so blessed 

being with my guys - 1/11th B Troop, 

2nd Platoon. Now you get a feel for 

where our brotherhood comes 

Continued from page 1 

CORRECTIONS  
Ingo Schiller, who served in Landshut 

with the 2nd Squadron, pointed out 

that in the February 2012 issue we 

incorrectly published that Landshut 

was 35 miles west of Munich. Land-

shut is actually 35 miles northeast of 

Munich. Ingo also pointed out that if 

Landshut were 35 miles west of Mu-

nich it would be between Augsburg 

and Donauwoerth. 

 Dick Orth, Commander of 619th En-

gineer Company in 62-64 has in-

formed us that; In the article "The 

Blackhorse Regiment in World War 

II" in the January issue, the writer ne-

glected to mention the 619th Engineer 

Company and the 502nd Medical 

Company.  Both units were assigned 

as part of the Regiment with their 

headquarters in Regensburg. I Troop 

and 619th Engineer Company were 

next to each other at Third Squad-

ron’ s Ft. Skelly Kaserne in Regens-

burg.  The 83rd Army Band and 8th 

Ordnance Company, stationed in 

Straubing, rounded out the Regimen-

tal attached units. 

from.   Charley was planning a punish-

ing blow to the 11th Cavalry that 

would show the world that an armored 

unit had no business fighting them in 

the kind of terrain and warfare that we 

had gotten involved with.  The body 

count was ninety-eight at first, and 

then grew a little higher the next cou-

ple of days.  The 11th Cavalry had NO 

KIAs!   From what I understand the 

VC had come up with a reward poster 

and bounty on our Blackhorse patch.   I 

feel that that day was the first day that 

the 11th Cavalry began becoming a 

legend in our American military his-

tory.  

    

Ken Jankel   

B Troop, 2nd Platoon, 1966-67 

http://www.vetrecs.archives.gov/
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The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Blackhorse Association will hold its annual Blackhorse Family reun-

ion in Louisville, KY, 30 May to 2 June 2013.  Hosted by the Blackhorse Association, and the Gold Vault 

Chapter, the reunion is open to all past and present troopers who served with the Regiment, the Regimental 

Community and all separate units who supported the Regiment. 

 
The reunion will be held at the Hyatt Regency Louisville, 311 S. 4th Street, Louisville, KY.   The hotel has 

just completed a $5.8M renovation and has great new facilities and a downtown location   near the river and 

excellent restaurants.  Rooms have been set aside for reunion attendees at a special negotiated rate of $115 

per night.   Attendees are encouraged to make plans early.  For electronic reservations at the Hyatt Regency 

Louisville, go to the special website they have set up for us at https://resweb.passkey.com/go/

blackhorseassociationreunion or call 1-800-233-1234 (and be sure to tell them you are attending the Black-

horse reunion).  For additional lodging options, go to www.expedia.com/Louisville-Hotels.  Tentative reun-

ion agenda: 
 

Thursday, May 30: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am – 5pm) 

 Golf Tournament (afternoon) 

 Blackhorse Store Open 

 Sightseeing on your own 

 Evening activities on your own 
 

Friday, May 31: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am - 5pm) 

 Blackhorse Store Open 

 BHRCM Rally  

 Visit to the Regiment’s Monument near Fort Knox/Memorial Service  

 Sightseeing on your own 

 Stable Your Mount - casual evening social (6pm to 9pm) 
 

Saturday, June 1: Registration/Hospitality Room/Silent Auction (8am – 3pm) 

 Blackhorse Store Open 

 Business meeting (9am – 11am); Memorial service (11am – 12 noon) 

Sightseeing on your own 

 Cocktails/banquet (6pm – 10pm) 
 

Sunday, June 2: Church services (est-9am) 

 Farewells 
 

Registration fee is $95 for adults and $30 for children 12 and under who do not attend the banquet.  This fee 

covers reunion mementos, hors d'oeuvres at the Friday evening Stable Your Mount social, the Saturday ban-

quet with wine, and other reunion costs.   Please complete the attached registration form and make checks 

payable to “Blackhorse Reunion Louisville 2013”.  Attendee transportation, including airfare, rental car, and 

lodging must be organized separately.  For more information, see www.blackhorse.com and 

www.blackhorse.org; or contact one of the following Reunion Committee members: Tom Smart at (703) 

973-3703, tom.smart@acrpros.com, Glenn Snodgrass at (703) 250-3064, jgs525@verizon.net, or Wes Wal-

ters at (571) 276-9471, wes.walters@saabgroup.com . 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/blackhorseassociationreunion
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/blackhorseassociationreunion
http://www.expedia.com/Louisville-Hotels
http://www.blackhorse.org
mailto:tom.smart@acrpros.com
mailto:jgs525@verizon.net
mailto:wes.walters@saabgroup.com
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Blackhorse Reunion Louisville 

May 30 – June 2, 2013 
 

Please complete and return with your check ($95 per adult; $30 per child 12 and under not attending banquet) made 

payable to “Blackhorse Reunion Louisville 2113,” or credit card information (see below). 

 

Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip: _____________________________________ 

Home Phone:                                           Cell Phone:  ___________________ 

E-Mail Address:  ________________________________________________ 

Unit(s) and Dates Served:     _________________________     _______________________ 

 _________________________     _______________________ 

 _________________________     _______________________ 

ATTENDEES (In addition to your name above.  Please indicate anyone under 12, and any special food needs for the 

banquet, which will be served buffet-style and include beef, chicken and vegetarian options) 

NAME(s)  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Yes, I want to participate in the Golf Tournament (approx $65 to be paid at the golf course)       

 
Please send your completed registration form along with your check (payable to “Blackhorse Reunion Louisville 

2013”) or credit card information to: 

 

Tom Smart 

       18890 Loudoun Orchard Road 

                                                     Leesburg, VA 20175 

 

For Credit Card Users: MC __ Visa ___ Discover____ Number: __________________________ 

Expiration Date: ____________             Dollar amount to be charged $____________________ 

Name as it appears on credit card:   _______________________________________________ 

Billing address (street or P.O., city, state, zip code) ___________________________________ 

                ___________________________________  

 
Trooper Support:  If you would like to support an active regimental trooper to attend the reunion events, please in-

clude your donations below as a part of your overall registration fee.   Any funds remaining will be donated to the 

scholarship fund.  Yes, I would like to sponsor active troopers to the reunion – Amount $___________ Total amount 

for preregistration $___________ 

 
Please register early – it will help with our planning.  A full refund will be provided for cancellations that are received 

by May 10, 2013. 
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 Scholarships 
The Blackhorse Association and Blackhorse Scholarships were born of a promise made by Sergeant Major Paul (“Bill”) Squires (deceased) 

and (then) Colonel George S. Patton (deceased) to a dying L Troop trooper on 2 May 1969 on a battlefield in Vietnam. The vow to “not let 

people forget us” and “take care of our kids” became the inspiration to form the Blackhorse Association later that year at Fort Knox, KY. Over 

the years, the Scholarship Fund has provided more than $500,000 to help educate the children of Blackhorse Troopers with priority to children 

of those  killed in action or incapacitated by wounds. Over forty years have passed and we continue to keep the promise made that day in Viet-

nam. The specific criterion for candidates can be found below excerpted from the Blackhorse Association Bylaws, Article XII. 

Article XII: Scholarships 

Section 1. This article outlines policies and procedures governing The Blackhorse Association Scholarship Program.  

 

Section 2. The purpose of this program is to afford children of present or former members of the Regiment scholarship opportunities each 

year. 

 

Section 3. Blackhorse Association Scholarship Program 

 A candidate must be a child or step-child of a present or former member of the Regiment. 

 The first selection priority will be given to children who lost a parent in service of the Regiment. 

 The second selection priority will be given to children of those incapacitated by wounds or injury while serving the Regiment. 

 The third selection priority will be given based on financial need of the applicant as expressed in the narrative portion of the applica-

tion. 

The recipient must use the scholarship by their 30th birthday. The candidate must be a graduating high school senior or enrolled in an accred-

ited college or university at the undergraduate level or an accredited Jr. College/Technical or Trade College/School. The scholarship is a one 

year $3000 scholarship paid at the beginning of the Fall Semester each year. A student may apply each year for a total of four years so long as 

the scholarship pay-out is made by the students 30th birthday. No more than $12,000 may be awarded any one student. 

After the award each year, the educational institution must advise the Chairperson of the Scholarship Committee that the recipient is enrolled 

as a full time student and provide the Chairperson with the remittance address for scholarship payment. 

If, by December 1 each year, the institution fails to notify the chairperson of successful registration, the scholarship is voided and all funds 

committed will be returned to uncommitted status. 

 Section 4. Application: BHA Scholarship requests will be prepared by the scholarship applicant with Parent/Guardian verification and sent to 

the Chairperson by mail. In applying for the BHA scholarship offerings, the quality, accuracy and completeness of preparation of the applica-

tion is an important factor in the selection process. 

Section 5. Selection and Award: The Scholarship Committee shall select the scholarship recipients from all qualified applicants and present 

their selections to the BHA Board for approval. When possible, announcement of winners will be made at or before the annual Blackhorse 

Family Reunion.                                                  

A printable application form with specific requirements is provided on the Blackhorse Association website at www.blackhorse.org. It 

must be completed and mailed to the Scholarship Chairman by 1 April each year. Incomplete applications will be rejected.  

Scholarship application and information contact:          COL. (Ret)  Bob Hurt 

                                                                                              75 Shadowpoint Circle 

                                                                                              The Woodlands,  TX  77381 

                                                                                              E-Mail:  bobhurt3@comcast.net    Tele:  (281) 364-7285 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 1,  FOR CONSIDERATION 
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Applicant Full Name ________________________ SSN _____________ DOB _____________ 

Address ____________________________     City _________________ State ___ ZIP _______ 

Phone (home) _______________ (cell) _______________ E-Mail ________________________ 

Indicate Category, if applicable   Parent KIA _____ Parent WIA _____ 

High School/College you are attending, graduating Year __________  

Declared or Intended College Major ________________________________ 

Certified Standard Test Scores   SAT_____ ACT_____ Other _____ 

 

Provide each of the following as attachments to this application.  (Full Name on each page). 

 

Attachment 1. Describe your ambitions and goals.  (Limit to 250 words).   

Attachment 2. Two persons in your chosen field that have most influenced you and why.  (Limit to 250 

words). 

Attachment 3. Activities, training and awards received in past four years of high school or while in college. 

Attachment 4.  Two (2) letters of recommendation, at least one from a teacher or professor.  No relatives 

please.   

Attachment 5.  Official High School transcript and/or current College/University/School transcript.  These 

must either be mailed direct to address below or provided with your application in a sealed envelope from the 

high school or college.      

 

(Note:  Previous scholarship recipients who are reapplying must complete the full application process since 

the scholarship is a one year scholarship.)   

 

Parent or Guardian Affidavit 

 

I affirm that the Scholarship Applicant _________________________ is a natural or adopted child of an Asso-

ciation member who is currently serving in the 11th ACR or served in the 11th ACR from _____ to _____.  

Note:  parent must provide proof of Regimental service in form of orders, awards, BHA membership, etc.) 

 

Name of Parent or Guardian (Please print) _______________________________________ 

 

Signature ________________________________  Date ___________________________   

 

RETURN THIS APPLICATION AND ATTACHMED MATERIAL TO: 

 

COL (Ret) Bob Hurt     E-Mail: bobhurt3@comcast.net 

The Blackhorse Association    Phone: 281-364-7285 

75 E. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX 77381    

    

Applications must be postmarked by April 1 each year for consideration 

mailto:bobhurt3@comcast.net


Blackhorse Association Officers 
President:        Glenn Snodgrass 

jgs525@verizon.net 

703 250 3064 

Vice President             Jim Tankovich 

tankovichj@charter.net 

757 357 2168 

Secretary               Charley Watkins 

blackhorse6p@gmail.com 

719 576 0559 

Treasurer                 Crystal Kruger       

crystalkruger@earthlink.net 

803 755 7389 

Fund Raising                   Don Wicks 

diwicks@bossig.com  

509 943 5118 

 Membership/ Editor- Gene Johnson 

gene.johnson@blackhorse.org 

409 625 3504 

Scholarships                  Bob Hurt 

bobhurt3@comcast.net  

281 364 7285 

Communications.-Clint Ancker 

banditsix@aol.com  

913 724 4420 

Special Projects Director-Glenn Allardyce 

ranger70@comcast.net 

281 469 4034 

Historian:                     Roger Cirillo 

Roger.cirillo2@verizon.net 

703 719 7252 

Museum Curator       SSG Michael McLean 

michael.d.mclean12.mil@mail.mil         
760 380 6607  

Louisville Reunion  Wes Walters 

Wes.walters@saabinternational.com 

703 924 3536 

11ACR P.A.O.   CPT Chad Cooper 

Chad.e.cooper.mil@mail.mil 

760 380 5112 
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Name   Sponsor   Date of Service 

Amber Allen  Wayne Hamburger          81- 85 

Katherine Ayer  Bradley Ayers  2/11- 87-88 

Cekeithia Barnes  Charles Barnes            67-68 Purple Heart 

Danielle Bowen  Robert B Bowen            67-68 

Kathryn Claybaugh Tomothy D Vincent 1/11   10-Present 

Caylee Cochran  Paul E Cochran  2/11    69-70 

Kellyn Craig  Michael Craig             70-71 Purple Heart 

Amber Crouch  Ernie Ford  3/11     86-90 

Sydney Dillard  Michael A Dillard             97-99 

Coeta Grove  Michael C Grove              69-70 

Jessica Hatcher  Robert Hatcher              02-06 

Marion House  Harry L House           221 Cav   96-01 

Matteo Merodio  Matteo N Merodio 1/11     90-94 

Andrew Mayo  Joseph Mayo               84-89 

Rachel Musteen  Jason Musteen       ADA Batt     98-01 

Briana Pereira  Jose Pereira               92-93, 06-07  

Natalie Quiniola  Sergio Quiniola  1/11      91-93 

Michie Sasai  David H Sasai  2/11      69      Purple Heart 

Kathleen Thomas  Larry D Thomas          HHT Reg   67-68 

Chantel Valdivieso Beau Richards  2/11      69-70 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2012 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Blackhorse Association holds 

General Membership Meetings  

annually, at reunions.  

 Chapter Information &Events 

  Fort Irwin Chapter POC                
1LT Anthony Bradley , Adjuntant     

PO Box  105068, 11 ACR                   
Ft Irwin, CA  92310     760 380 5740               

Anthony.bradley.mil@mail.mil    

   The Chapter sponsors a Golf Tourna-
ment and a Marathon, as well as vari-
ous other events each year to raise 
funds that support various community 
activities on Fort Irwin, and the Black-

horse Association.          

Northern KY Gold Vault Chapter                  
Rondo Jackson                                   
531 Sugar Branch Road                     
Big Clifty, KY  42712                         
rondo@windstream.net                       

270-242-2833  

Air Cavalry Troop Chapter         
James Angelini                                
2512 Lower Hunters Trace               
Louisville, KY 40216                     
(502) 449-0262                                 

ACT11thACR@aol.com                                                         

Washington D.C. Chapter             
John Sylvester                               
11601 Tori Glen Court                   
Herndon, VA  20170                      
(571) 299 9791                                 
jsylvester@mpri-jv.co                               
The chapter meets quarterly. Two of 

those meetings coincide with Memo-

rial and Veterans Day activities. 

Nevada/Wildhorse Chapter 

CSM Paul Kinsey 

Headquarters , 1/221 Cavalry 

6400 Range Road 

North Las Vegas, NV 89115 

w(775) 315 1608 

paul.kinsey@us.army.mil 

Blackhorse Regiment Cavalry Mo-

torcycles 

Beau Richards 

7740 Balboa Blvd, # 194 

Van Nuys, CA 91406 

(818) 427 0997 

blusmn11thcav@gmail.com 

www.bhrcm.com 

The BHRCM support various chari-

ties and many Regimental events. 

Houston/SE Texas Chapter 

Glenn Allardyce 

11835 Cathy Drive 

Houston, Texas 77065 

(281) 787-0727 

Ranger70@comcast.net 

The chapter holds quarterly meetings 

and hosted the 2010 Houston Reun-

ion. 

OTHER THAN CHAPTER POC’s  

         1-144th Field Artillery             

MAJ Gerald Bradley,   

Headquarters, 1-144 FA 

3800 West Valhalla Drive 

Burbank, CA 91505-1128 

(818) 462 6729 

gerald.bradley@us.army.mil 

 155 HBCT 

MAJ Michael Hunter 

155 HBCT, MSARNG 

2705 W. Jackson Street 

Tupelo, MS 38803 

(662)-891-9709 

michael.a.hunter2@us.army.mil 

 

Blackhorse Troopers Motor Cycle Group 

Ken Jankel 

4877 Lofty Oak Drive 

Redding, CA  96002 

(530) 221-3499 

kenjankel@att.net 

 

mailto:diwicks@bossig.com
mailto:michael.d.mclean12.mil@mail.mil
mailto:james.richardson18@ng.army.mil
http://www.bhrcm.com
mailto:Ranger70@comcast.net
mailto:michael.a.hunter2@us.army.mil
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The Blackhorse Association, Inc 

PO Box 223 

Hemphill, TX  75948-0223 

 
 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP                      INFORMATION UPDATE _____    NEW APPLICATION _____ 

FIRST NAME:______________________M.I.___   LAST NAME __________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP    _______________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER ___________________________EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________    

PERMANENT ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________________________________________________    _________________________ 

BLACKHORSE SERVICE: 

UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 

UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 

UNIT ___________________________________ DATES (MO/YR to MO/YR) ______________________ 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER ____________________OR SERVICE NUMBER ___________________ 

RANK WHILE IN SERVICE ______________________* HONORABLY DISCHARGED (YES/NO)  

CURRENT STATUS:ACTIVE DUTY ___ ARMY RETIRED ___ARMY VETERAN ___ GUARD ___ RESERVIST _____ 

OPTIONS:LIFE($125.00)___ANNUAL($25.00)_____ ASSOC ($35.00/YR) ______ ($125.00 LIFE)_____ CORP ($500.00/YR) _____ 

GOLD STAR LIFE ___(NO FEE FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF TROOPERS KILLED WHILE SERVING WITH 11ACR) 

To save the Association printing and mailing expense, I choose to receive all newsletters by e-mail only ______(Check ) 

I hereby authorize the release of my address, phone number, and email to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR.  

I also swear that the above information is true and that I will abide by the Association Bylaws if accepted for membership. 

SIGNATURE ____________________________________________________ DATE __________________ 
This information is required in order to verify service with the Blackhorse Regiment and US Army by means of unit status re-

ports, morning reports,  

      Instructions:  

Lifetime and Annual Memberships are open to all Troopers who served with the 11th ACR. Associate Memberships are open to family and 

friends of the Regiment. Please fill out all required information and return this form with check or money order, payable to (no cash please) to the 

following:                                                                                                      THE BLACKHORSE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

                                                                                                                       ATTN: MEMBERSHIP 

                                                                                                                       P.O. Box   223 

                                                                                              HEMPHILL, TX 75948-0223 

For Credit Card Users:  MC__Visa__Disc__:Number______________________________________Expiration Date:____________ 

 

Name as it appears on credit card: ___________________________________________________________Amount $___________________ 

CHAPTER AFFILIATION 

_________________________ 


